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Spirit of the Mountaineers

PRI NCI PALOS |

One Quarter Down and Three to Gol!

It is November and our staff and students have been working hard on their
academic accomplishments. If you are reading this newsletter then you have
received your child/childrends report
expected? Did you think their grades met their abilities? Does your child do his or
her homework? Does he or she prepare for tests and quizzes?

If you are happy with their grades and they are passing everything, that is good.
However, is your child working to the best of their ability? The truth is that most

of us could work a bit harder. Every day there are teachers who stay after hours to
help students do their best. Two days a week our library is open so that students
can study together, use the computer, and research a topic. Many of our teachers
post information on the district website. Vigitvw.berlincentral.or@nd look for
teacher pages. Does your child take advantage of these school resources?

At this point, a student can catch up regardless of what his or her grades are. The
point is that if they have done poorly this quarter or even failed a course they will
need tacatch up Let your child know that

good grades are important to you. You
child needs your guidance and support t
do her or his best
that extra effort in! Keep that Mountainesg
spirit!

My Child Has a ProbleAwhere Do |
Start?

If your child has a problem at school, the
place to start is usually with the teacher.
When there is an issue with a grade, homework, a test, or an assignment you
should start with the teacher of the class. If your child has an issue with his or her
schedule, you should consult the guidance counselors; Ms. Lazarony (Grade 9) or
Mrs. Harrison (Grades 1D2). If you receive a referral in the mail, stating that

your child had a problem in school, you should contact the teacher or teaching
assistant who wrote it up. The consequences, determined by the principal,

Dr. Allain, can be found in the student handbook (on the website). If you contact

a teacher, refer to the website or have questions that the teacher cannot answer
then you should contact Dr. Allain for further information. The Superintendent,

Dr. Stephen Young should be contacted regarding issues about the management
of the district or with items to be brought to the Board of Education. If you want

to see Dr. Allain or Dr. Young, it is advisable to make an appointment in

advance. Both of them have many responsibilities and it may be difficult for you
to see them if you just drop by.



http://www.berlincentral.org

ACADEMICS

English with Mrs. Lamontagne

2 KI Q& KIFLIISYyAy3aK

In the beginning of the quarter, students wrote about themselves, completed a multiple intelligence survey |
see how they like to learn, and took a diagnostic reading test to determine their strengths and weaknesses.
English 10 students also rated their thematic interests, with humor coming in first. English 10 next studied
various texts such as Horacio Quirogads AThe Al I
and a few other works employing types of humor. These students will be focusing more closely on parody
and satire, writing their own parodies, and then starting a research project. English 11 students began thei
study with Native American oral literature as they were writing their Kaleidoscope essays on their
independent reading. They then moved on to Pur.i
The Cruciblenext. English 11H students have also engaged in group presentations and a Socratic Seminar
The new gquarter has begun with Regents students creating independent reading plans that determine how
many pages to read each day in order to complete the four books they have chosen.

What enables students to be successful?

Successful students attribute their achievement to both intrinsic and extrinsic motivation.

How do they do it? Mol ly M. writes, Al put a | ¢
succeeding in school I's i mportant to me; i1itdos a
priority, o achieves success fAby doing all assi gl
nal ways work[s] really hard to get [her] work di
Apay attention in class. o

Why do they do it? Mol l'y writes, ATo do well i1
Aiit i s Iimportant to get good grades so0o we can (g
the specific goal of being a teacher. Maria ag!
seriously. o She Aenjoy[s] writing and al ways w¢
pieces. 0

Who has influenced them? Mol Iy writes, AMy par ¢
expressed the importance of succeeding in school. My dad went back to college last year and finished his
certificate program with a 4.0 GPA. I admire hi
S. also identifies his parents as strong motivators. Kodi D. mentions her mother, and Emily refers to her au
and mother. Ot hers, such as Kelsey and Mari a, I

ifbecause he al ways worked so hard and ended up
sister Rachel has influenced me. She has set a very good example by being Valedictorian of her class.
Though we are extremely different people, she el
themselves, turning inward to find the positive influence.

Studentsdé responses indicate that s
support from the people who mean the most to them.

Page 2 SPIRIT OF THE MOUNTAINEERS



ACADEMICS

Math with Ms. Overocker

In Integrated Algebra Year 1 we are finishing the section on solving one-step equations and mov-
ing on to solving multistep equations as well as graphing. The Algebra Year Il class is currently
working on the chapter on multiplying polynomials and will be moving on to the chapter on factor-
ing. The Geometry classes are continuing their work on triangle proofs and will be working toward
coordinate Geometry proofs.

To all students who are planning to take the Integrated Algebra Regents in January - if you need
materials to review then please see Ms. Overocker or Mr. Cornell.

Math with Mr. cornell

Algebra 1l / Trig Review Schedule

Date Day

November 16 Wednesday
November 22 Tuesday
November 30 Wednesday
December 8 Thursday
December 14 Wednesday
December 21 Wednesday
January 5 Thursday

January 11 Wednesday
January 18 Wednesday

January 25 (Regents exam in the afternoon)

All reviews will be held in room 131 from 2:05-3:30. Students will be given an old Regents exam
one week before each review. The Regents should be completed before they come to each
review. The Algebra I/ Trig Regents is scheduled for Wednesday, January 25 in the afternoon.

1ST QUARTER Page 3



ACADEMICS

SCIENCE WITH MR. CHRISTIAN

MARINE BIOLOGY & Students are researching
coral species in order to determine which species
are best for study in captivity. We are anxiously
awaiting the arrival of our cold water touch tank.

PHYSICSd Students are studying the motion of
uniformly accelerating objects.

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT

In Global Studies Il students are working hard on their Industrialization PBL (problem based
learning) assignment. In this PBL students construct their own factory out of materials like boxes
and must keep a business plan in which they analyze cost and productivity. Their goal is to
maintain a successful factory based on the standards of the 1850's Manchester, England.

In United States History students are looking into the growth of this country by examining the
presidency of Andrew Jackson, the reform movement of the late mid 1800's, and the growing divide
between the North & the South. The overall goal is to understand the direction that the country
was heading and how the North & South were taking two separate paths.

In Government students are continuing to work on their Semester Long Project by creating their
own bill. Students have been working in groups since September on creating an entirely new bill or
changing a current bill that the groups believes needs to be modified. In addition to the Semester
Long Project students are researching Supreme Court cases that focus on individual liberties, and
creating their own Public Policy. All students are encouraged to complete their community service
hours for the quarter, and attend a public meeting.

The Social Studies department encourages all students to check out www.regentsprep.org. The
site allows students to get a better understanding of what is being taught in their classes, and

reinforces the key ideas, ' ‘ events, and people that we focus in
class.
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